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SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 22 — 
President Ford escaped injury in a 
second apparent assassination at- 
tempt today when a woman in 
a crowd outside the St. Francis 
Hotel fired a .38-caliber handgun 
at him but missed. , 

A San Francisco policeman spied 
the gun, deflected it and the shot 
went into the pavement, as the Presi- 
dent crouched at the side of the 
presidential limousine on orders from 
a Secret Service agent. 

John W. Hushen, deputy White 
House press secretary, quoted Ken 
Iacavoni, special agent in charge of 
the San Francisco office of the Secret 
Service, as saying the bullet rico- 
cheted and struck a bystander some 
distance from the President. 

The bystander, John M. Ludwig, 46, 
a San Francisco cab driver, was 
treated for a groin injury, and re- 
leased, Hushen said. 

Just as they had done 17 days 
earUer after an attempt on his life in 
Sacramento, agents immediately hud- 
dled around the President to protect 
him. Mr. Ford climbed into the limou- 
sine and was swiftly driven away. The 
incident occurred at 3:30 p.m. Pacific 
Daylight Time (6.30 p.m. EDT). 

•Police seized the woman in the- 
cro\yd across the street and quickly 
dragged her into the hotel. Mr. Ford 
was taken immediately to San Fran- 
cisco International Airport, where he 
met his wife, Betty. They boarded Air 
Force One and departed at once for 
Washington. ✓ * • 

The President had just come out of 
the downtown hotel after making a 
speech and was standing on the street 
outside the Post Street lobby, talking 
with the crowd, and shaking hands, 
when the shot was fired. * - , " - 

A Secret Service agent, speaking in 
a normal voice, told the President to 
get down. Mr. Ford crouched at once, 
other agents moving in against and 
around him- 

“The President Beemed stunned,** 
said Richard Krohn, a San Francisco 
business consultant standing in the 
crowd. “The President got into the 
car, crouching down, and the car took 



off.** • 

The woman was later identified as 
Sara Jane Moore, 46, a member of 
the United Prisoners* Union, which 
was described as a prisoners* rights 
group in the San Francisco area. 

PoUce said she formerly was book- 
keeper for the People In Need pro- 
gram set up to handle food distribu- 
Uon when publisher Randolph A 
Hearst gave $2 million to feed the 
poor on demand of the Symbinese 
Liberation Army in connection with 
the kidnaping of his daughter Patricia, 
1% years ago. 

The officer who deflected the gun, 
causing the bullet to be fired into the 
pavement, was identified by a fellow- 
poUceman as Officer Joe Curry of the 
San Francisco PoUce Department. 

Eyewitnesses to the shooting attempt 
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afciHjacttbat the assailant was standing 
ihe^qrowd pf spectators across Post 
Itc^’t^ about ' 35 or 40 feet from the 
fift-Mr. Ford used when leaving the 

- 

Taylor, 28, of Berkeley, who 
•j^as^seated atop a phone booth directly 
Across from the President, said the 
•woman was about 10 feet to his left 
on the far side of a small ornamental 
"tree. She was standing three or four 
**ows back in the crowd, Taylor said. 
<• He said when the gun went off, “I 
;Jhought it was a firecracker," but 
jjnmqciiately saw “15 or 20 cops" jump 
,©n her. “She didn’t .get a chance to 
tire again." 

i Mike JDriscoll. 22. of San Francisco, 
said that the woman was seized by 
several * policemen, dragged through 
.the tree branches and carried across 
jfcust Street into the hotel, with her 
l$set above her head in the air. 

Driscoll and several other eyewit- 
nesses first identified the assailant as 
apparently because she was 
w£afui$ tan slack and — so Driscoll 
*$aifl-^What looked like a tie around 

> v*Ttffi“Ford, after spending the day at 
Calif., met her husband at 
Al^T^ee One, not knowing what had 
The President stopped be- 
kfreTbbarding and shook hands with 
fa^ocrC -2t) police officers who had es- 
corted his motorcade, thanking them. 
‘ < )The weather is nice," he was quoted 
'$> sayfrtg at the airport, where secur- 
ity was very heavy. 

’I* “Hq seemed to be very calm and 
«gery appreciative," Officer Michael 
©Toole of the San Francisco police 
said the President said noth- 
ing abimt the shooting incident. 

~White House press secretary Ron 
Nessen told reporters later that the 
•president’s mood aboard Air Force 
One was “in a word, relaxed" as they 



headed for Washington after the sec- 
ond apparent attempt on his life in 
California in less than three weeks. 

En route to the airport in the press 
pool car, Nessen pounded on the seat 
and said; "I’m mourning the trip to 
California." 

The FBI immediately assumed 
jurisdiction in this second apparent 
presidential assassination attempt on 
Mr. Ford, as it did in the first. Moore 
was at first held in custody in the St 
Francis Hotel. 

Lt. Frank Jordan of the San Fran- 
cisco police told United Press Inter- 
national that Moore “produced a .38- 
caliber revolver and fired one shot in 
the direction of the President, for 
tunately striking no one.” 

He said police and Secret Service 
agents were combing the area within 
eight or ten blocks and she was being 
interrogated “as to whether anyone 
else, accompUces, are involved." 

Moore was brought into San Fran- 
cisco police headquarters at 5:20 p.m. 
local time through a basement en- 
trance by federal agents. She was in 
tears and hid her face from reporters 
and photographers. Gray-haired, of 
medium height and with a chubby 
figure, she was dressed in a blue 
sweater and gray checked slacks. 

San Francisco police reported that 
on Monday Moore had been stopped 
by two police inspectors in the Mis- 
sion district of the city and cited for 
possession ot a handgun. She was 
questioned and released, police said. 

The United Prisoners’ Union, police 
said, was formerly headed by a close 
associate of Moore’s, named Wilbur 
(Popeye) Jackson. Jackson was shot 
to death in San Franc ; sco last June. 
A young woman sitting in a car with 
him also was killed. No one has been 
apprehended in the case, police said. 

Also. Capt. William Conroy of the 
San Francisco police told the Associ- 
ated Press the Secret Service had 
checked out Moore Sunday night be- 
cause her name- was on a list of in- 



dividuals who might pose a threat to 
the President. 

“The. Secret Service examined her 
and passed her” Conroy said. 

On SejJt.Vsa, Secret Service agent 
Larry M. Buendorf seized a .45-caliber 
Army Colt handgun from Lynettc 
Alice Fromme, 27, as President Ford 
walked by her on the grounds of the 
California State capitol. The gun did 



r 



not go off, hut four cartridges were 
found in its clip and the government 
charged that “she did knowingly and 
willfully attempt to kill the President 
of the United States of America"— 
the same charge this latest suspect 
seems certain to face. 

Fromme, later identified as a mem- 
ber of the Charles Manson mass- 
murder “family" and a continuing cor- 
respondent with Manson, jailed in 
San Quentin for murder, was known 
by Sacramento police to be in the area 
but was not on the list of suspicious 
persons collected by the Secret Serv- 
ice. 

It was not known whether the Presi- 
dent was wearing a protective vest of 
the sort that reporters were certain 
they saw him wearing in New Hamp- 
shire 11 days ago in his first public 
outing after the Sacramento incident. 
If so, the vest was not visible to re- 
porters around the President, and a 
presidential spokesman declined to 
comment. 

Ironically, Mr. Ford had been talking 
about gun control in a television inter- 
view just before this latest shooting 
attempt. 

He was asked if the assassination try 
In Sacramento 17 days ago had “changed 
your view on gun control.” 

Mr. Ford said that the crime legislation 
he had sent to Congress earlier this year 
contained proposals that would “make 
it much more difficult for individuals 
to get Saturday night specials," the 
small, cheap handguns he said are in- 
volved in most shootings. 

He also said that legislation would 
provide* “much more severe penalties 
for a person using a gun in the com- 
mission of another crime." 

“I think that approach is far better 
than the approach some people recom- 
mend — that guns be registered," Mr. 
Ford said. 

Washington Post staff writers Leroy 
Aarons and Jules Witcover also contrib- 
uted to this article. 



